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Abstract

School readiness has become an increasing concern in the United 
States over the past 40 years. Since the advent of the Civil Rights 
Movement and the war on poverty, social policy makers have 
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been very much concerned with understanding the relationship 
between poverty, school readiness, and academic achievement. 
Current research on school readiness suggests that 25-60% of our 
young children are not ready to enter and succeed in kindergarten. 
Research on students who drop out and those with special needs 
has found that many of these students were behind prior to entering 
school.  Efforts to evaluate the effectiveness of early childhood 
programs and services have yielded inconclusive results.  The 
purpose of this paper is to identify early childhood services that 
low income parents utilize and elucidate possible barriers to their 
securing these services.
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./01"*+2
Main Themes Emerging from Focus Group Questions

Question 1: What programs were you aware of and utilizied?
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Question 2: Are there any barriers to participation?

+2*D/&B*8<*/="EF/'"*/:=*"<!*&(":'*'#/:$%8#'/'(8:2
-2*G0(1('H*'8*%/H2
,2*!88#*&899F:(&/'(8:$*0"'I"":*3F9/:*$"#)(&"*%#8<#"$$(8:/1$*
/:=*</9(1("$2

J2*!#8?#/9*/I/#":"$$2

Question 3: What do you think is lacking in regards to early 
childhood learning opportunities in the area?
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Question 4: What are some ways to improve existing services?
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Question 5: How would you like to become involved in improving 
existing services?
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What programs were you aware of and utilized?
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A'/#';* OF9%* A'/#';* /:=* 8'3"#* "/#1H* &3(1=388=* "=F&/'(8:* %#8?#/9$*
/:=*%/#":'(:?*$"#)(&"$*(:*'3"(#*&899F:('H2**G==('(8:/11H;*9/:H*8<*
'3"9*F'(1(P"=* '3"* 18&/1* $8&(/1* $"#)(&"$*8<!*&"* /:=* '3"* 18&/1*@"/1'3*

Q"%/#'9":'2*!/#":'$*(:=(&/'"=*'3/'*08'3*/?":&("$*%#8)(="=*/*?#"/'*
8%%8#'F:('H*'8*?"'*(:<8#9/'(8:*/08F'*8'3"#*/?":&("$*/:=*%#8?#/9$*(:*
'3"*&899F:('H;*$F&3*/$*456*/:=*&3(1=&/#"*%#8?#/9$2

Are there any barriers to participation?

G*:F90"#*8<*'3"*%/#":'$*(:=(&/'"=*'3/'*'3"*(:&89"*?F(="1(:"$*
/:=*(:/0(1('H*'8*/&&"$$*$"#)(&"$*I3":*:""="=*I"#"*="!*:('"*0/##("#$*
<8#*'3"(#*#"&"()(:?*$"#)(&"$2**G==('(8:/11H;*=($'#F$'*8<*3F9/:*$"#)(&"*
%#8)(="#$* I/$* /* 0/##("#* /98:?* H8F:?"#* %/#":'$2* !/#":'$* /1$8*
(:=(&/'"=* '3/'* 0"''"#* %F01(&* '#/:$%8#'/'(8:* /:=* /=)"#'($"9":'$* 0H*
"/#1H*&3(1=388=*/?":&("$*I"#"*:""="=*'8*(9%#8)"*/&&"$$*'8*$"#)(&"$*
/:=*#/($"*/I/#":"$$*8<*"/#1H*&3(1=388=*%#8?#/9$*/:=*$"#)(&"$2**

What do you think is lacking in regards to early childhood learning 
opportunities? 

!/#'(&(%/:'$* '38F?3'* 98#"* %/#":'* "=F&/'(8:* &1/$$"$* I"#"*
:""="=;* /$* I"11* /$* 98#"* "*"R(0(1('H* <#89* "9%18H"#$* $8* '3/'* '3"H*
&8F1=*/''":=*&1/$$"$2* *S(?3'*/:=*I""B":=*&3(1=&/#"*/:=*%#8?#/9$*
/:=* $"#)(&"$* 8<<"#"=* /'* '(9"$* &8:$($'":'* I('3* %/#'(&(%/:'$T* I8#B*
$&3"=F1"$*I"#"*/1$8*(:=(&/'"=2*G*:F90"#*8<*'3"*%/#'(&(%/:'$*<"1'*'3/'*
/* &89%#"3":$()"* #"$8F#&"* ?F(="*I8F1=* 0"* 3"1%<F1* <8#* %/#":'$;* /$*
I"11*/$*98#"*38F$(:?*/:=*U80*8%%8#'F:('("$*<8#*H8F:?*</9(1("$2

Ways to improve existing services?

!/#":'$* <"1'* '3/';* '8* (:&#"/$"* %/#":'* (:)81)"9":'* (:* 9/:H*
%#8?#/9$;* '3"* %#8?#/9$* $38F1=* (:&1F="* /&'()('("$* <8#* &3(1=#":2*
L"''"#* &899F:(&/'(8:* /:=* F:="#$'/:=(:?* 0"'I"":* %/#":'$* /:=*
&/$"I8#B"#$*/:=*8'3"#*3F9/:*$"#)(&"*%#8)(="#$*I"#"*/1$8*$"":*/$*
I/H$* '8* (9%#8)"* "R($'(:?* $"#)(&"$2* !/#'(&(%/:'$* <"1'* '3/'* ?/(:(:?*
F:="#$'/:=(:?*/:=*$F%%8#'*<#89*"9%18H"#$*I8F1=*?#"/'1H*(:&#"/$"*
%/#":'*(:)81)"9":'*(:*"/#1H*&3(1=388=*%#8?#/9$*/:=*$"#)(&"$2

How would you like to become involved in improving existing 
services?



!"#$%"&'()"$* +,- !"#$%"&'()"$* +,.

!/#'(&(%/0'$* (01(&/'"1* '2"* 345546(07* '2(07$* '2"8* &4951* /$*

(:%4#'/0';*+<*'"55(07*4'2"#*%/#"0'$*/=49'*'2"*$"#)(&"$*'2"8*2/)"*=""0*
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Discussion
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Limitations

F5'24972* '2"* &9##"0'* $'918* %#4)(1"1* /* 6"/5'2* 43* 1/'/* '4*

#"$"/#&2"#$*/01*29:/0*$"#)(&"*%#43"$$(40/5$E*'2"#"*6"#"*5(:('/'(40$B*

U058*/=49'*@V*%"#&"0'*43*'2"*$/:%5"*6/$*:/5"B*W()"0*'2"*(0&#"/$"*

(0*'2"*09:="#*43*$(075"*3/'2"#$*624*/#"*'2"*%#(:/#8*&/#"*7()"#$E*'2($*

($*%#4=5":/'(&B*K4#"4)"#E*/5'24972*'2"*$/:%5"*#"%#"$"0'"1*%/#"0'$*

3#4:* )/#(49$* "'20(&* =/&A7#4901$E* '2"* $:/55* /01* 040%#4=/=(5('8*

$/:%5"*:/8*5(:('*'2"*7"0"#/5(D/=(5('8*43*!*01(07*'4*/*5/#7"#*%4%95/'(40*
43*%/#"0'$B

Conclusion
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