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Abstract

This paper argues that the nation’s public schools, with some 
exceptions, will remain segregated during the twenty-fi rst century 
and beyond due to the pervasive undying and deeply entrenched 
racial attitudes and behavioral propensities that make up the 
American ethos.  Race has played a particularly central role in 
the area of education, as the nation has confronted an enduring 
struggle to desegregate its public schools.  The tactics examined to 
thwart the implementation of Brown v. Board of Education are an 
integral part of America’s deeply entrenched racial attitudes and 
historical experience as well as a crucial part of its culture.  The 
historical and contemporary evidence presented here shows quite 
clearly that the certainty of racism and segregated schools is on par 
with the certainty of taxes and death.  This reality will unfortunately 
remain a permanent feature of American society for many years in 
the future.

“The battle against pernicious racial discrimination 
or its effects is no where near won.”
LK4$'(&"* ]24#511G* A8#$2899@* B($$"6'(65* (6* City of 
Richmond v. J.A. Croson Company*;+.-.=

“One wonders whether the majority still believes 
that race discrimination or, more accurately, race 
discrimination against non-whites is a problem in 
our society, or even remembers that it ever was.”
K4$'(&"*F8##_*M98&?O16@*B($$"6'(65*(6*Wards Cove 
Packing Company v. Antonio*;+.-.=
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The Signifi cance of Race in Desegregation Policy 
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What appears to be progress toward racial justice 
is, in fact, a cyclical process.  Barriers are lowered 
in one era only to reveal a new set of often more 
sophisticated but no less effective processes that 
maintain blacks in a subordinate status*@%9*XD9
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Are blacks generally discriminated against in 
getting a quality education?
Whites: 11% Yes  Blacks:  37% Yes

Do blacks receive Equal treatment in the Justice 
System?
Whites:  61% Yes  Blacks:  20% Yes

Compared with whites, blacks have equal or 
greater opportunity for promotion to supervisory or 
managerial jobs?
Whites:  78% Yes  Blacks:  44% Yes

Should every possible effort be made to help 
minorities?
Whites:  25% Yes  Blacks:  61% Yes
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Has the United States gone “too far” in pushing 
equal rights?
Whites:  51% Yes  Blacks:  26% Yes
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Abstract

School readiness has become an increasing concern in the United 
States over the past 40 years. Since the advent of the Civil Rights 
Movement and the war on poverty, social policy makers have 


