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Abstract

Although research on African American women’s mental health 
has increased over the past several years (Brown & Keith, 2003; 
Ramos, Carlson, & McNutt, 2004; Warren, 1997), a lack of 
scholarly literature in the area of African American lesbians’ mental 
health continues, limiting the helping profession’s ability to provide 
effective services to this group.  This literature review will: (1) 
highlight psychosocial stressors that can potentially impact African 
American lesbians’ mental health, (2) outline limitations of the 
current research, and (3) offer areas for future research.
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African American Lesbians, Psychological Distress and 
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Abstract

This paper argues that the nation’s public schools, with some 
exceptions, will remain segregated during the twenty-fi rst century 
and beyond due to the pervasive undying and deeply entrenched 
racial attitudes and behavioral propensities that make up the 
American ethos.  Race has played a particularly central role in 
the area of education, as the nation has confronted an enduring 
struggle to desegregate its public schools.  The tactics examined to 
thwart the implementation of Brown v. Board of Education are an 
integral part of America’s deeply entrenched racial attitudes and 
historical experience as well as a crucial part of its culture.  The 
historical and contemporary evidence presented here shows quite 
clearly that the certainty of racism and segregated schools is on par 
with the certainty of taxes and death.  This reality will unfortunately 
remain a permanent feature of American society for many years in 
the future.

“The battle against pernicious racial discrimination 
or its effects is no where near won.”
LK4$'(&"* ]24#511G* A8#$2899@* B($$"6'(65* (6* City of 
Richmond v. J.A. Croson Company*;+.-.=

“One wonders whether the majority still believes 
that race discrimination or, more accurately, race 
discrimination against non-whites is a problem in 
our society, or even remembers that it ever was.”
K4$'(&"*F8##_*M98&?O16@*B($$"6'(65*(6*Wards Cove 
Packing Company v. Antonio*;+.-.=


