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Two Snaps and a Twist: Controlling Images of Gay Black Men 
on Television
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Abstract

This essay addresses occurrences of gay Black men on television 
in order to offer sites of representation for future analysis.   We 
critique representations of gay Blacks: the politics of respectability 
mutually circumscribe the depictions of all Blacks on television, 
across variations in gender and sexuality. In our critical-cultural 
analysis of the representational contexts available to gay Black 
men, we describe characters’ relationships to other characters 
in a series and the signifi cance of those individual portrayals 
to the larger framework of gay Black men on television.  In our 
research we frequently discovered depictions of Black queer 
identities that involved interpersonal problems and violence.  
While cable television makes advances by depicting Black gay love 
relationships with depth and intimacy, there remains a degree of 
failure in representations of same-sex love relationships in terms of 
ascertaining lasting happiness, support, and normalcy, as is often 
depicted in heteronormative couplings.
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Abstract

Although research on African American women’s mental health 
has increased over the past several years (Brown & Keith, 2003; 
Ramos, Carlson, & McNutt, 2004; Warren, 1997), a lack of 
scholarly literature in the area of African American lesbians’ mental 
health continues, limiting the helping profession’s ability to provide 
effective services to this group.  This literature review will: (1) 
highlight psychosocial stressors that can potentially impact African 
American lesbians’ mental health, (2) outline limitations of the 
current research, and (3) offer areas for future research.
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