
!"#$%"&'()"$* +

Revisiting Gibson’s Guest Editorial on “Minority Aging 
Research: Opportunity and Challenge” Twenty Years Later: A 
Tribute
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Abstract

In a 1989 editorial commemorating the Gerontological Society of 
American’s Task Force on Minority Issues, Dr. Rose Gibson, former 
editor of The Gerontologist and faculty associate of the Program 
for Research on Black Americans, challenged gerontological 
researchers to draw fewer majority-minority comparisons and more 
inter- and intra-group comparisons; to use a life course perspective; 
to address questions focusing on strengths rather than defi cits; 
and to explore and test standardized measures’ validity for their 
relevance and applicability.  To assess progress since Gibson’s 1989 
editorial to 2007, we searched article titles and abstracts published 
in The Gerontologist and the Journals of Gerontology Series B: 
Psychological and Social Sciences by keyword.  This article provides 
a snapshot of how far gerontological research in the aforementioned 
journals has come in meeting the challenges in conducting research 
on minority groups that Gibson identifi ed.   

F>* .* +GHG* "2('6#(.7* &6AA"A6#.'(>=* '-"* I.$:* J6#&"* 6>*
<(>6#('C* F$$E"$* KIJ<FL3* B6$"* M(@$6>* &-.77">="2* #"$".#&-"#$* '6*
2#.N* 8"N"#* A.O6#('CPA(>6#('C* &6A%.#($6>$* .>2* A6#"* (>'"#P* .>2*
(>'#.P=#6E%*&6A%.#($6>$;*'6*E$"*.*7(8"*&6E#$"*%"#$%"&'()";*'6*.22#"$$*
QE"$'(6>$*86&E$(>=*6>*$'#">='-$*#.'-"#*'-.>*2"!*&('$;*.>2*'6*"R%76#"*
.>2* '"$'* $'.>2.#2(S"2* A".$E#"$T* ).7(2('C* 86#* '-"(#* #"7").>&"* .>2*
.%%7(&.@(7('C0* F>* A.#:(>=* '-"* UV'-* .>>()"#$.#C* 68* '-"* IJ<F* .>2*
M(@$6>T$*"2('6#(.73*N"*%#6)(2"*.*$>.%$-6'*68*-6N*8.#*="#6>'676=(&.7*
#"$".#&-*-.$*&6A"*(>*A""'(>=*'-"$"*&-.77">="$*86#*$"7"&'"2*A(>6#('C*



!"#$%"&'()"$* + !"#$%"&'()"$* ,

-#./%$0*1$*#"-1#2$*'3"*4.&("'56$*7"5*-.180*'.*(9&#"1$"*:/19'('5*192*
:/18('5*.;*#"$"1#&3*.9*<(9.#('5*1-(9-*:/"$'(.9$=

>.*1$$"$$*%#.-#"$$*$(9&"*?(@$.96$*ABCB*"2('.#(18*'.*+DDE0*F"*
$"1#&3"2*1#'(&8"*'('8"$*192*1@$'#1&'$*%/@8($3"2*(9*The Gerontologist*
192*'3"*Journals of Gerontology Series B: Psychological and Social 
Sciences*@5*7"5F.#2=**G;'"#*&./9'(9-*1#'(&8"$*#"81'(9-*'.*!*)"*<(9.#('5*
-#./%$* HG;#(&19*G<"#(&190*G$(19*G<"#(&19* 192* !1&(!*&* I$8192"#0*
J($%19(&0* K1'()"* G<"#(&190* 192* G#1@* G<"#(&19L0* F"* 1$$"$$"2*
%/@8(&1'(.9*:/18('5*#"-1#2(9-*;./#*7"5*($$/"$*%#"$"9'"2*(9*?(@$.96$*
"2('.#(18M*HAL*<"'3.2$*.;*-#./%*&.<%1#($.90*H+L*'3".#"'(&18*@1$"0*H,L*
2"!*&('$*)"#$/$*$'#"9-'3$0*192*HNL*<"1$/#"<"9'*$'1921#2(O1'(.9=**

P('3*#"$%"&'*'.*:/19'('50*F"*(2"9'(!*"2*,NN*1#'(&8"$*%"#'1(9(9-*
'.*<(9.#('5*1-(9-*@"'F""9*Q19/1#5*ABCB*192*Q/85*+DDE*;.#*G;#(&19*
G<"#(&19$* H9R++,L0* J($%19(&$* H9RESL0*G$(19*G<"#(&19$* H9R,AL0*
K1'()"*G<"#(&19$*H9RA,L0*192*G#1@*G<"#(&19$*H9RAL=**P3(8"*'3"#"*
F1$*19*/%F1#2*'#"92*(9).8)(9-*G;#(&19*G<"#(&19$*192*J($%19(&$0*('*
F1$96'*/9'(8*'3"*<(2*+DDD$*'31'*1*$(<(81#*'#"92*1%%"1#"2*;.#*G$(19*
G<"#(&19$* 192*K1'()"*G<"#(&19$=*P"* (2"9'(!*"2* .985* .9"* 1#'(&8"*
%/@8($3"2* @"'F""9* ABCB* 192* Q/85* +DDE* .9*G#1@*G<"#(&19* .82"#*
12/8'$T*'3($*1#'(&8"*&.<<"9'"2*.9*'3"*2"1#'3*.;*#"$"1#&3*1@./'*'3($*
-#./%=**P3(8"*%#.-#"$$*31$*@""9*<12"*(9*(9&#"1$(9-*'3"*:/19'('5*.;*
#"$"1#&3*%/@8($3"2*%"#*5"1#0*('*)1#("$*1&#.$$*-#./%$*1&#.$$*'(<"=*

*U"-1#2(9-*:/18('50*'3"*;./#'3*($$/"*&.9$(2"#"20*<"1$/#"<"9'*
$'1921#2(O1'(.90*F1$*'3"*<.$'*2(;!*&/8'*'.*1$$"$$*@"&1/$"*#"$"1#&3"#$*
/$"2* )1#(./$* <"'3.2.8.-("$* 192* F"#"* .;'"9* /9&8"1#* #"-1#2(9-*
F3"'3"#*<"1$/#"$*F"#"*$'1921#2(O"2*'.*1*<1V.#('5*.#*'1#-"'*-#./%=*
I9* -"9"#180* '3($* '#"92* %"#$($'"2* 1&#.$$* -#./%$=* P"* 2(#"&'* ./#*
2($&/$$(.9*'.*#"%.#'(9-*'#"92$*;.#*'3"*#"<1(9(9-*'3#""*($$/"$M*-#./%*
&.<%1#($.9$0*'3".#"'(&18*;#1<"F.#7*192*2"!*&('$*)"#$/$*$'#"9-'3$=
*

W"$%('"* ?(@$.96$* #"&.<<"921'(.90* <1V.#('5X<(9.#('5*
-#./%*&.<%1#($.9$*%#")1(8"2*1&#.$$*-#./%$0*<.$'*9.'1@85*@"'F""9*
G;#(&19*G<"#(&19$*192*Y1/&1$(19$Z'3"*<1V.#('5*-#./%=*4(<(81#850*
<.$'* &.<%1#($.9$* (9).8)(9-* J($%19(&$* 192* .'3"#* -#./%$* F"#"*

18$.* <1V.#('5X<(9.#('5* F('3* $.<"* (9'"#X-#./%* @/'* 9.* (9'#1X-#./%*
&.<%1#($.9$=**[/#'3"#<.#"0*9"1#85*188*1#'(&8"$*&.<%1#(9-*Y1/&1$(19*
192*J($%19(&*.82"#*12/8'$*&.<%1#"2*19.'3"#*#1&(18\"'39(&*-#./%0*<.$'*
.;'"9*G;#(&19*G<"#(&19$=*G#'(&8"$*.9*G$(19*G<"#(&19*.82"#*12/8'$*
F"#"* #./-385* $%8('* .9* <1V.#('5X<(9.#('5* -#./%* &.<%1#($.9$* 192*
(9'"#X-#./%* &.<%1#($.9$0* F('3* (9'"#X-#./%* &.<%1#($.9$* (9).8)(9-*
Y1/&1$(19*192*19.'3"#*#1&(18\"'39(&*-#./%=*W"$%('"*'3"*2()"#$('5*.;*
'3"*G$(19*G<"#(&19*%.%/81'(.90*F"*(2"9'(!*"2*.985*.9"*1#'(&8"*/$(9-*
19* (9'#1X-#./%* &.<%1#($.9* <.2"8=* ].$'* 1#'(&8"$* '1#-"'(9-* K1'()"*
G<"#(&19$*(9&8/2"2*-#./%*&.<%1#($.9$0*192*'3"*<.$'*&.<<.9*.9"$*
F"#"* '3"*<1V.#('5X<(9.#('5* -#./%*<.2"8* ;.88.F"2* @5* (9'"#X-#./%*
192*(9'#1X-#./%*&.<%1#($.9$=**
*

U"-1#2(9-*'3"*'3".#"'(&18*@1$"0*$.&(.8.-(&18*192*8(;"*&./#$"*
%"#$%"&'()"$* %#")1(8"2* $8(-3'85* 1&#.$$* 188* -#./%$* "^&"%'* G;#(&19*
G<"#(&19$=*G<.9-*1#'(&8"$*.9*G;#(&19*G<"#(&19*.82"#*12/8'$0* '3"*
%#.@8"<X&"9'"#"2*;.&/$*F1$*$8(-3'85*<.#"*%#")18"9'=*[.#*J($%19(&$0*
G$(19*G<"#(&19$*192*K1'()"*G<"#(&19$0*9"1#85*318;*.;*1#'(&8"$*/$"2*
1*$.&(.8.-(&18*%"#$%"&'()"*1$*.%%.$"2*'.*1*%#.@8"<X&"9'"#"2*;.&/$*
.#*9"('3"#=*

* _<%31$($* .9* 2"!*&('$* ./'F"(-3"2* "<%31$($* .9* $'#"9-'3$*
1&#.$$*188*-#./%$0*"^&"%'*;.#*G$(19*G<"#(&19$=*P"*;./92*1*'#"92*;.#*
19*"<%31$($*.9*2"!*&('$*'.*@"*8"$$*%#.9./9&"2*;.#*K1'()"*G<"#(&19$*
'319*;.#*G;#(&19*G<"#(&19*192*J($%19(&*-#./%$=**

`)"#1880*F"*!*92*&.9$(2"#1@8"*%#.-#"$$* (9* '3"*:/19'('5*192*
:/18('5*.;*<(9.#('5*1-(9-*#"$"1#&3*$(9&"*?(@$.96$*"2('.#(18=*G8'3./-3*
%#.-#"$$* $3./82* @"* 1&79.F8"2-"2* 192* &"8"@#1'"20* !*92(9-$* 18$.*
(92(&1'"*9""2*;.#*;/#'3"#*$'"%$=

[(#$'0*F"*#"('"#1'"*?(@$.96$*1#-/<"9'*'31'*#1&(18*192*"'39(&*
-#./%$* $3./82* @"* #"$"1#&3"2* 1%1#'* ;#.<*<1V.#('5X<(9.#('5* -#./%*
&.<%1#($.9$=* G$* ?(@$.9* 1&79.F8"2-"2* '31'* @#.12"#* #1&(18* 192*
"'39(&*-#./%$*1#"*9.'*<.9.8('3(&0*F"*'..*#"&.<<"92*'31'*2()"#$('5*
@"*"^%8.#"2*F('3(9*-#./%$=**U"$"1#&3"#$*&.9$(2"#(9-*"('3"#*F('3(9X
-#./%*.#*@"'F""9*-#./%*&.<%1#($.9$*<15*@"9"!*'* ;#.<*P3('!*"82*



!"#$%"&'()"$* + !"#$%"&'()"$* ,

-./*&011"-23"$4*567789*$'3/:*';-'*"<-=(."/*&0=%1"<('("$*-./*="#('$*
0>*?0';*/"$(2.$@

A"&0./B* ';"#"* ($*0%%0#'3.(':* >0#* (=%#0)"=".'B*%-#'(&31-#1:*
-=0.2*C>#(&-.*C="#(&-.*%0%31-'(0.$B*>0#*2#"-'"#*#"%#"$".'-'(0.*0>*
$0&(0102(&-1*-./*1(>"*&03#$"*%"#$%"&'()"$@*!"#$%"&'()"$*-&D.0E1"/2(.2*
';"*&0=%1"<*#"1-'(0.$;(%$*-=0.2*;($'0#:B*&31'3#"B*;"-1';B*#-&"B*-./*
$0&(-1*(.$'('3'(0.$*(.&13/(.2*#-&($=*032;'*'0*?"*';"*-&&"%'"/*.0#=@*
C$* ';"* ';"0#"'(&-1* ?-$"* (.>0#=(.2* #"$"-#&;*E-$* .0'* -1E-:$*E"11F
/"$&#(?"/B* (113$'#-'"/* -./* #">"#".&"/B* E"* >3#';"#* #"&0=="./* ';"*
#"$"-#&;*&0==3.(':*#"G3(#"*';-'*#"$"-#&;*($*/"$(2."/*-&&0#/(.2*'0*
E"11F/"!*."/*>#-="E0#D$@

H;(#/B*';"*1-.23-2"*0>*/"!*&('$*-./*$;0#'&0=(.2$*&0.'(.3"$*
'0*%"#)-/"*#"$"-#&;*0.*#-&(-1*-./*"';.(&*2#03%$B*';"#"?:*$322"$'(.2*
-.* 0%%0#'3.(':* '0* -&D.0E1"/2"* 2#03%* $'#".2';$* -./* #"$03#&"$*
$(=31'-."03$1:*(.*>3'3#"*#"$"-#&;@*I-.:*0>*';"*-#'(&1"$*"<-=(.(.2*
/"!*&('$* #"&02.(J"/* ';"* $0&(-1* $:$'"=$B* .-="1:* ';0$"* #"(.>0#&(.2*
/($&#(=(.-'(0.*-./*(."G3(':B*&0.'#(?3'(.2*'0*';0$"*$;0#'&0=(.2$@*K"*
&0=="./*';($*">>0#'*-./*#"&0=="./*';-'*('*/"!*."*>3'3#"*#"$"-#&;@*

L03#';B* &0.$0.-.'*E(';*M(?$0.4$* "/('0#(-1B*E"* #"&0=="./*
';-'*="-$3#"$* ?"* '"$'"/* 0.* ';"* '-#2"'* %0%31-'(0.* -./* )-1(/(':* -./*
#"1(-?(1(':*&0.!*#="/B*E;(1"*D.0E(.2*-* $(2.(!*&-.'*?-##("#* '0*3$(.2*
-%%#0%#(-'"*="-$3#"$*>0#*'-#2"'*%0%31-'(0.$*=-:*&0.&"#.*#"&#3('=".'*
($$3"$*(.)01)(.2*=(.0#(':*2#03%$*(.*#"$"-#&;@*C$(/"*>#0=*';"*C$(-.*
C="#(&-.*%0%31-'(0.B*G3-1('-'()"* #"$"-#&;* ($*.0'*E"11F#"%#"$".'"/@*
N3-1('-'()"*#"$"-#&;*%#0)(/"$*-.*0%%0#'3.(':*'0*(.&#"-$"*D.0E1"/2"*
0>*1(>"*&03#$"*">>"&'$*-./*&0.$'#3&'*#(&;"#*-./*=0#"*/"'-(1"/*="-$3#"$*
'0*3./"#$'-./*';"*"<%"#(".&"*0>*-2(.2*-=0.2*/()"#$"*2#03%$@

L(>';B* -/"G3-'"1:* -$$"$$(.2* #"-1* %#02#"$$* #"G3(#"$* &1"-#*
1-.23-2"* -./* '"#=$B* .-="1:* ';"* /"!*.('(0.* 0>* =(.0#(':* 2#03%@*
M(?$0.4$*"/('0#(-1*1-&D"/*-*&1"-#*/"!*.('(0.*0>*=(.0#(':*2#03%B*-*'"#=*
=0#"* (=%1(&('1:* ';-.* "<%1(&('1:* /"!*."/* (.* M(?$0.4$* "/('0#(-1* -./*
0';"#$*5"@2@B*M(?$0.*O*A'011"#B*PQQ8R*M#02"#B*PQQ8R*I-#D(/"$B*PQQ89@**
K"*#"&0=="./* ';-'*&1"-#"#* 1-.23-2"* ($*3$"/* (.*/"!*.(.2*=(.0#(':*

2#03%B*-$*';($*'"#=4$*$0&(0102(&-1*="-.(.2*=-:*0>>"#*0%%0#'3.(':*'0*
(.)"$'(2-'"*0';"#*$0&(-1*&-'"20#("$*';-.*#-&"*-./*"';.(&(':@*

Acknowledgements

An earlier version of this manuscript was presented 
as a symposium paper in the Symposium on “Minority Issues 
in Gerontology: Celebrating 20 Years of Research” at The 
Gerontological Society of America, 60th Annual Scientifi c Meeting, 
November 18, 2007, in San Francisco, CA.  

S0$"*T@*M(?$0.B* !;@U@B*E-$* >-&31':* -$$0&(-'"* (.* ';"* !#02#-=* >0#*
S"$"-#&;*0.*V1-&D*C="#(&-.$* >#0=* ';"* 1-'"*PQW7$* ';#032;*PQQXR*
$;"* E-$* Y/('0#F(.FT;(">* 0>* The GerontologistB* -* Z03#.-1* 0>* H;"*
M"#0.'0102(&-1*A0&("':*0>*C="#(&-B*>#0=*PQQ[FPQQX@

References

M(?$0.B*S@*5PQ8Q9@*M3"$'*Y/('0#(-1@*I(.0#(':*-2(.2*#"$"-#&;\*
]%%0#'3.(':*-./*&;-11".2"@*Journal of Gerontology: Social 
Sciences, 44,*A6FA[@

M(?$0.B*S@B*O*A'011"#B*Y@!@*5PQQ89@*C%%1("/*2"#0.'0102:*-./*
=(.0#(':*-2(.2\*C*=(11"..(-1*20-1@**Journal of Applied 
Gerontology, 17569,*P6+FP68@

M#02"#B*^@*5PQQ89@*Y/('0#(-1@*_0*'-#2"'B*.0*%#-&'(&"@*M"#0.'0102(&-1*
-%%#0-&;"$*'0*';"*=(.0#(':*"1/"#1:@*Journal of Applied 
Gerontology, 17569, PPQFP6[@

I-#D(/"$B*`@A@*5PQQ89@*Y/('0#(-1@*T;-11".2"$*'0*=(.0#(':*
-2(.2*#"$"-#&;*(.*';"*."<'*&".'3#:@**Journal of Applied 
Gerontology, 17569,*P6QFP[6@

K;('!*"1/B*`@Y@B*C11-(#"B*a@T@B*V"13"B*S@B*O*Y/E-#/$B*T@^@*567789@*
C#"*&0=%-#($0.$*';"*-.$E"#*'0*3./"#$'-./(.2*?";-)(0#-1*
-$%"&'$*0>*-2(.2*(.*#-&(-1*-./*"';.(&*2#03%$b*Journal of 
Gerontology: Psychological Sciences, 63B5,9,*![7PF![78@



!"#$%"&'()"$* + !"#$%"&'()"$* ,

Depression in African American Males
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Abstract

Many African American men are burdened by depression due to 
unique stressors including racism and discrimination, educational 
attainment, occupational status, income, and poverty. The prevalence 
of depression and poor mental health outcomes for African American 
men is quickly approaching a public health crisis, as evidenced by 
their increasing rate of suicide. Unfortunately, research focusing 
on addressing the needs of African American men is scarce. The 
purpose of this literature review is to: 1) highlight the prevalence of 
depression among African American men; 2) examine risk factors 
for depression among this group; 3) examine treatment-seeking and 
coping behaviors; and 4) examine barriers to treatment-seeking. 
Finally, we discuss implications for future research, mental health 
care, and outreach with the goal of stimulating interest in addressing 
depression among African American men.   

Introduction
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Community Outreach

L()"3*;.#(&13*;7"#(&13* 7"3O$* 2/5* ?$"* /.* 7"3'12* 6"12'6*

$"#)(&"$=* 56(&6* ($* #"21'"0* '/* 1&&"$$T#"21'"0* >1##("#$* 130* '6"* 6(46*

%#")12"3&"* /.* $'(471* (3* '6"*;.#(&13*;7"#(&13* &/77?3(':=* 7/#"*
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13* ?3'#"1'"0* 7"3'12* (223"$$=* 130* '#"1'7"3'* /%'(/3$8* <3* 100('(/3=*
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Conclusion
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